Interior designer Jennifer Corredor renovated her
Coconut Grove home to take advantage of the
exterior’s lush landscaping and light. The sitting and
dining areas are done in quiet neutrals with pops
of color from the Shell Chair’s orange cushion and
flowers on the glass and stainless steel dining table.

One With
Nature
Designer Jennifer Corredor renovated

her own Coconut Grove home to bring
the beauty of nature inside.

By Linda Marx
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
DANIEL NEWCOMB
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The renovated fireplace made of modular wavy panels adds a beautiful backdrop to the sitting
room. Corredor added 24 candlesticks to create ambience and a soft glow.

Jennifer Corredor owned one

of those laid-back residences in Coconut Grove that
begged for revival.
For several years, the interior designer dreamed of
opening her home to create natural vistas so she could
enjoy more of what makes South Florida so special.
Since her yard is filled with lush vegetation, Corredor
was anxious to enjoy some of that beauty from inside
of her 2,000-square-foot home. But she renovated the
two-bedroom, three-bath space in stages, completing
everything recently. “I wanted to open things up and
let the outside landscape in so we could become one
with nature,” says Jamaica-bred Corredor, of J. Design
Group in Coral Gables. “We wanted to be able to see
the orchid garden, oak trees and swimming pool on
our property.”
While creating such magical exterior views from
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ABOVE: The formal living

room is located a step
above the more relaxed
family room, with living
room sofas from B&B Italia
and white leather couches
from Luminaire. Artist
Martha Dominguez painted
the contemporary canvas.
LEFT: Jade Bluff granite
coverings and lots of open
shelving were added to the
Italian-designed kitchen.
“We renovated this room
extensively,” says Corredor.
“I wanted two cooking areas
and a bright white space.”
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“

I love exotic
flowers, I use
them regularly
in my clients’
homes as well
as my own.
Their look and

”

presence is

very important
to me.

In the master bedroom, the subtle use of color keeps the
mood serene. The modern king-sized bed is from B&B Italia.
The Willy Dilly lamp is by Ingo Maurer and the white Oregani
linens were purchased at Luminaire.
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inside of her home, which has all-natural
wood floors and walls made of drywall
painted white, the designer also added
hurricane-resistant windows, which she
commissioned to go all the way to the floor
so she and her husband could “be part of
nature” even in stormy weather.
“We opened up several areas of the
house because I love the outside so much,”
she explains, of her new indoor/outdoor
retreat. “It’s important for me to be able
to come home from work, relax and see
the exterior views from inside. We are a
few minutes from the hustle and bustle
of Miami, and this new way of life means
everything to me.”
In order to achieve the luxury of the
natural environment, she extensively renovated the front of the house and the back
door area leading to the pool. In the front
sections, Corredor wanted to look outdoors and see green from wherever she
was seated.
Throughout the house, she created several different sitting areas using a variety
of architectural and creative devices. One
of the sitting areas was greatly expanded
by adding two marble slabs to extend the
room, which leads directly outdoors. From
one door next to a unique vertical shelf
filled with stacked books, Corredor and
her husband can pass through paradise to
a bedroom/office area.
The designer also changed the working
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“

It’s important
for me to
be able to
come home
from work,
relax and see

”

the exterior
views from
inside.

fireplace in this sitting area from dated
marbles and lion heads to a more modern
look, refinishing it to create a seamless
wave. Not only does the fireplace add
warmth to the room, but the overall ambience is stepped up 360 degrees.
Also visible from this sitting area is the
open dining room, as well as the kitchen,
which underwent an extensive renovation.
In fact, the kitchen was the last portion
of Corredor’s design project; she transformed the space from dark and dreary to
open and bright. “I collapsed the brown
wood cabinets and installed white lacquer
cabinets with Italian stainless steel
handles,” she says.
She also added open cabinets so her
beautiful white china plates and holloware collection could be openly displayed. “I really like an Italian kitchen,”

ABOVE: Floor-to-ceiling windows bring the landscape into the family room. The
pale gray wool carpet is from Coconut Grove Gallery. Sheer curtains were installed
to give the illusion of light. LEFT: The low-scale dark gray chaise is called Frog and
comes from Living Divani.
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Glorious views of the garden
are visible from the guest
room office, where the
leather couch becomes
a bed. The white leather
chair comes from A Fine
Line. The gray and white
rug is from Coconut Grove
Gallery. The painting is by
artist Martha Dominguez.
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she says. “I don’t cook a lot, but when I do
it’s done well, and I wanted two separate
cooking areas. I love the open look of the
space now.”
Elsewhere, the formal living room and
the more casual family room have windows
and doors leading outside. Corredor wanted
height, so there is a step down between
the formal living room and the family
room. Both areas are modern, clean-lined
and carefully structured to her theme via
colors, accessories and textures.
In these immaculate rooms, light, white
and bright define the look, with subtle uses
of outdoor colors in various accessories
and art. The end result is beautiful and
serene, mimicking the outside. Not only can
the owners and their friends sit indoors
and feel as if they are smack-dab in the
middle of a natural hammock, but they can
see different areas of the landscape from
almost anywhere that they desire.

Other rooms throughout the home
are serene in their own way. The master
bedroom exudes serenity in a sanctuarylike manner, with glass closet doors,
beautifully understated art, a well-situated
mirror and a masterful use of flowers, one
of Corredor’s design specialties. “I love
exotic flowers,” she remarks. “I use them
regularly in my clients’ homes as well as
my own. Their look and presence is very
important to me.” The designer indeed
uses florals to add color and texture to the
overall decor. “Our bedroom is spare and
beautiful,” she says. “Fresh flowers add
another dimension.”
Her guest room, which doubles as
an office, looks to be straight out of a
Caribbean garden home. A leather couch,
which becomes a bed when needed, sits
under a giant contemporary canvas
painted in blue, green and yellow. To one
side is a panoramic view of the landscape.

ABOVE: The pool is
surrounded by artificial
grass, which is easy
to maintain. Furniture to
the right is Little Albert
from Moroso. In the back
are chairs and tables from
Driade. The pair of chaises
is called Tokyo Pops, also
from Driade. All pieces are
available from Luminaire.
Right: Under the canopy
of oak trees near the guest
room office is a charming
respite furnished with
Kettal outdoor chairs made
of woven material with
bright orange cushions.
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There are fixed panels between the expansive windowpanes, so the eye wanders
to the jungle-like scene. “People who stay
over with us usually sleep in here,” says
Corredor. “We have piped-in music and
controlled lighting in this room and all
over the house. These add more serenity to
the scene.”
The pool area is also a tropical paradise,
with plenty of places to chill and enjoy
meals, drinks, environment and great
conversation.
In her effort to open her house, the
designer has created many wonderful
spaces both indoors and out in which to
relax and gaze at the landscape. Corredor,
who is also busy designing homes for her
clients, only wishes she had more time
to spend in her own home. “Our house is
now a little bit of paradise,” she laughs.
“I love coming home. When my husband
says it’s time for a vacation, I feel like I am
already at a spa.”

